
Every year, an estimated 2.3 million newborns die within their first
month of life—most from preventable causes. What these tragedies
often have in common is a critical gap: the absence of skilled
providers and the systems needed to deliver care in those first
fragile moments of life.

At World Pediatrics, we’re working to close that gap. Through our
Global Neonatal Program, we train and equip local healthcare
providers with the skills, tools, and confidence to deliver lifesaving
care when it matters most. 

This work comes to life in communities around the world—from
training more than 500 traditional midwives across rural Guatemala,
to expanding access to respiratory care through innovative bubble
CPAP and oxygen systems in partnership with Vayu Global Health.

We’re also sharing lessons and building new partnerships. Harper
Lorencki, Program Director of Neonatal Capacity Building, and Vafa
Akhavan, CEO, recently attended the International Maternal
Newborn Health Conference in Kenya.

By investing in local providers and supporting sustainable, locally
led healthcare systems, we’re not only helping save lives today.
We’re helping ensure more newborns have the chance to survive,
grow, and thrive for generations to come.
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Champions for Children Breakfast

On April 17, more than 130 supporters, partners, and
volunteers gathered for our inaugural Champions for
Children Breakfast.

Reflecting on 25 years, the morning featured powerful
stories from our in-country partners, Dr. Jasmine Ellis
from St. Vincent and Milagro Garel from Belize, and
recognized the incredible dedication of our medical
volunteers, many with more than 15 years of service!

Special thanks to Weinstein Properties, Dr. Fred
Rahal and our Table Hosts for making the event
possible.

Browse event photos and relive the morning’s
moments. 

Honduras Vision Trip

Members of the World Pediatrics Chapter Boards
and leadership team recently gathered in Honduras
for  our first Vision Trip—an opportunity to
experience the work firsthand during a scoliosis
surgical week while continuing strategic planning
and strengthening relationships across our chapter
boards.

We’re especially grateful to Richmond Board Chair
Patrick Duke and his wife Rachel and Executive
Director of Development Alyssa McBride for joining
the visit, representing our community on the
ground.

Rock 'N' Heal is one month away!

Corporate Sponsorships and Friends of the Band
VIP experiences are still available for those who
want to show up in a bigger way.

Explore VIP options and buy general tickets
TODAY!

https://worldpediatrics70.pixieset.com/ricchampionsforchildrenbreakfast2026/
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